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By Andy Iovanna
Sports Editor

A crowd of girls jumps up and 
cheers after yet another impres-
sive win. The girls’ basketball 
team has won four of their five 
games, including a dominating 
45-24 victory over the Academy 
of Advanced Math and Science. 

Although it is far past halfway 
through the basketball season, the 
girls’ team has only played five of 
their games due to various snow 
cancellations. 

Despite the snow, the girls’ 
spirits have not been dampened. 
With a 8-2 record and a strong 
performance in their games there 
is much reason for the girls to 
look ahead.

“We pretty much dominate,” 
commented Carrie Nagle, a for-
ward. “We usually have a 15 point 
lead.” 

“In the beginning we some-
times slack off, but then we usual-
ly beat [the opposing team] pretty 
bad,” added Elaini Maeder. 

The coaches have a more hum-
ble look on the game and the 
whole season. “We played real-
ly good defense but our offense 
struggled because they were 

playing really rough,” jested Ms. 
Thomas, the ninth grade science 
teacher and one of the coaches. 
“We’ve played really well all sea-
son, especially for an all freshman 
(and one eighth grader) team. 
They’ve been reaching for a high-
er level because we want to com-
pete as a varsity squad next year,” 

Thomas said.
The team has been putting in a 

lot of hard work to reach that goal. 
They’ve practiced every day of the 
week for more than a month now, 
and have gone even further to or-
ganize a Pancake Breakfast. 

The Pancake Breakfast took 
place on February 6, from 7-8am. 

The girls served pancakes, bacon, 
juice, and fruit for $5 to raise mon-
ey to support the girls’ basketball 
program far into the future with 
the purchase of new equipment.

All of the hard work has obvi-
ously paid off in the form of an 80% 
winning record, which is quite im-
pressive in basketball terms. As a 

comparison, that’s about the same 
winning percentage as the Boston 
Celtics. However, the girls don’t 
plan on resting on their laurels 
as they still have upwards of ten 
games left in the season.

Sports

By Elaini Maeder
Staff Writer

The boys’ basketball team often 
hangs their heads after losing 
many of their games by only one 
or two points. 

Their first basketball game was 
against Lowell Catholic, where 
they lost by a final score of 34 to 
27. They had their second game 
against Prospect Hill, and they 

lost by about 20 points. Their per-
formance began to pick up when 
they lost a heartbreaker game, 24 
to 23 playing Nashoba Tech. The 
fourth game they had against 
Advanced Math and Science, they 
lost in overtime, 38 to 36.

The boys’ basketball team 
coach is Oliver Renau, who is a 
new coach for the team. “I de-
cided to coach the boys’ team be-
cause I have always loved basket-

ball,” Renau said. “And although I 
haven’t coached it before, I have 
coached other sports. When I 
heard about the basketball team, 
I wanted to get involved. When I 
found out that the coach position 
was open, I was happy to take it.” 

Last year’s team wasn’t that 
successful either. They had Mr. 
Orpen as their head coach and 
the team was mixed with boys 
from the high school and the mid-

dle school. They didn’t have a very 
good season, though they had one 
triumphant win for the season, to 
brighten spirits. 

This season, only seven boys 
tried out for the team. “They 
don’t have enough people on the 
team,” says Alex Morquette, who 
is on the girls’ basketball team. 
Ms. Thomas, coach of the high 
school girls’ basketball team, says, 
“I think that it’s a small team and 
they need more guys.”

“We only have seven players 
on the team,” says Renau, “and 
we’ll have to call upon some mid-
dle school players to give us a 
playable roster at our games.” 

The boys who made the team 
are Brice Sutton, Kevin Bryan, 
Chris Riccio, Matt Fisher, Matt 
Whiman, Andrew Gibson, and 
Greg Dion. 

 With the quansett hut unfin-
ished and shared between teams, 
basketball practice has been a 
challenge. “Early in the season 
we used the outside hoop,” Renau 
stated. “Since then we have been 
training in the weight room and 
finding anywhere we can in and 
out of the building to do our con-
ditioning and drills. We were able 
to also hold one practice at the 
Chelmsford Town hall.” 

Most of the boys are new to 
the basketball team, and some of 

them have never played on a team 
at all. Chris Riccio, a freshman, 
says, “This is my first time play-
ing basketball on a team.” He de-
cided to play on the team because 
he was required to play a sport at 
school, and he picked basketball 
over soccer. 

Some members on the team 
don’t think that they will do very 
well this season. Brice Sutton, the 
point guard for the basketball 
team, says, “I think we’re going 
to lose every game”. Kevin Bryan, 
who has been playing basketball 
for about nine years, agrees with 
Brice, saying, “We’re not going to 
do very well”. 

Other members on the team, 
like Chris Riccio, remain opti-
mistic. “We do have a pretty good 
team, so I think we’ll have a pretty 
good season,” he says. Their coach 
agrees. “I think this will be a fun 
season for us this year,” Renau 
says.

Ruby Pizzaro, who is on the 
girls’ team, has faith in the boys. 
“I think they are good and they 
put a lot of effort into playing,” 
she says.

The boys’ team has a tough 
schedule ahead of them, playing 
teams such as Lowell Catholic, 
Nashoba Tech, Prospect Hill, and 
Advanced Math and Science.

Girls’ basketball team stuns with 8-2 record

Six man basketball team lacks players,  
but coach is optimistic

Point guard Brice Sutton leads the boys team as they continue to perform well despite the lack of players.
Ms. Gaynor

Julie Jackson breaks away for a shot in a game against the Academy of Advanced Math and Science. 
Ms. Gaynor


